
 

F RO M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  D E S K  
Unfortunately, I did not get a chance to get 

to any car shows or cruise ins  this month, 

mostly because with the help of  my friends 

(Lane), I discovered a bad inner tie rod end 

on my car.  I got pretty paranoid about it, 

because suddenly I kept seeing cars on the 

side of the road with one front tire turned 90 

degrees in a creepy angle due to the inner 

tie rod pulling from the socket on the rack 

as the car was turning.   

 

Back in 2008, I had the inner rod on the 

passenger side go out, and I had a local 

shop replace it because by the time I bought 

parts and the special tool I needed, the cost 

would be about the same.  Calling a shop 

this time for the driver’s side yielded a re-

placement price of over 300.00 to replace 

the tie rod. 

After doing a little research, I found I could 

buy the special tool, and both the inner and 

outer tie rod along with a new bellows for 

$125 at Rockauto.com.   The only problem 

was, once the tie rod was changed out, I had 

to drive to a shop to get the front end 

aligned.  This meant an all-nighter on Friday 

night so I can be at the shop first thing Sat-

urday morning to get in line for the align-

ment.   

 

My bestest friend Lane was going on vaca-

tion the next Saturday, and offered his air 

conditioned shop with a lift the following 

weekend to replace the tie rod, but like I 

said earlier,  I was paranoid about driving 

the car, especially carrying Erin to Holiday 

Lanes for our bowling league, so I decided 

to do it at my House in the garage that Fri-

day night.   While I was waiting for the 

parts to come in, I watched endless 

YouTube videos, and read endless proce-

dures on how to replace the tie rod.  I final-

ly found a link that actually had excerpts 

from the official Ford repair manual that 

told about a pin that I would have to re-

move, and also that I would have to put a 

wrench on the rack itself to keep it from 

twisting while breaking loose the inner tie 

rod. 

 

Friday night, I went with the Fam to Walmart 

and Kroger for the usual Friday night grocery 

shopping,(we're so boring) simply because it 

was too hot to even try to work on that car in 

the garage in the 100 degree heat.  Once 

we got home, about 9pm,  I pulled the wife's  

Chevy Impaler out of the garage and shut 

the overhead door.  I put up a pet gate in 

the man door going from the kitchen to the 

garage so I could leave the door open and 

air condition the Garage.(a lot of good that 

did—it was still hot and humid in there!). 

 

I got the car on the floor jack, and broke the 

lug nuts on the driver’s side tire.  I then got 

the car on jack stands, but left the floor jack 

under the car with some pressure left on it 

as backup.  I found some bricks and 

chocked both rear tires on both sides.  I 

checked the driver’s side for play side to 

side one more time, convincing myself that I 

must do this repair.  My biggest fear being 

possibly damaging the rack trying to twist off 

the inner tie rod end.   I removed the tire, 

slid it under the car for added safety.   I re-

moved the cotter pin from the outer tie rod 

end, and removed the castle nut.  Of course 

the tie rod would not come out from the 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
steering knuckle, and I did not have a pickle fork, because 

all the videos I watched said the fork would destroy the rub-

ber bushing on the tie rod.  It didn't occur to me that I was 

replacing that part anyway, so I didn't buy\borrow one.  One 

video said turn the castle nut upside down and hammer on 

it with a rubber hammer or put a piece of wood on it then 

hammer.  After about 10 minutes of this, it didn't seem to 

budge, and I didn't want to risk ruining the threads and not 

being able to unscrew the castle nut, so I went to plan B 

that I saw in another video.  That was to beat on the steer-

ing knuckle the tie rod went through until if fell out.  The 

guy in the video said “don’t worry, it may take a while, but it 

will fall out eventually”. 

 

There I was pounding on that steering knuckle with the 

hammer for 20 minutes.  By this time, it was about 11:30 

at night.  I'm sure I sounded like the hunchback of Notre 

Dame tolling the bell, but neither Julane or Erin came to 

see what the hell I was doing( remember the kitchen door 

was open to the garage letting the air conditioning in, ex-

posing them to the clanging noise).   Sure enough after 

about 20 minutes the tie rod fell out.   The rest went like 

butter.  I marked the threads on the inner tie rod, so once I 

got both pieces out, I could measure it and get the new 

assembly close to the same length.  I unscrewed the outer 

tie rod, unclamped the bellows and slid that off the inner 

tie rod.  Now you can really see the play in the ball and 

socket end of the tie rod.  Its amazing that it hadn’t pulled 

out yet.   

 

Next was that pesky rivet.   It sat in a groove in front of the 

threads on the end of the rack that the tie rod socket end 

screwed on to keep it from backing off I guess.  Some 

YouTube videos said the rivet may be steel, so it must total-

ly be removed or it will damage the threads coming off the 

rack.  Mine appeared to be soft aluminum, because I was 

able to pry the head off with a screw driver pretty easily, but 

there was still some of the sleeve left in the hole on the 

socket end of the tie rod.  After 20 minutes of trying to get 

it out, I gave up and put the special inner tie rod tool on the 

tie rod, and before I realized what I was doing, broke it 

loose and unscrewed it from the rack.   I was supposed to 

put a crescent or pipe wrench on the rack end to keep from 

twisting the rack, but in my disgust of trying to remove that 

piece of sleeve from the rivet, I forgot.   

 

To make a long story short, I  had no trouble removing or 

replacing the new end.  Once I measured and marked the 

new tie rod assembly, I put on the inner tie rod, torqued it 

with the tie rod tool, and then tapped in one of the 3 sup-

plied safety pins on the inner tie rod.  I only found one on 

the factory piece, and I didn't want to make more work for 

myself the next time, so I only put in one.  I really think the 

others were spares as these were roll pins that I shot 

across the garage the first time I tried to put it in the socket 

end of the tie rod.  Next went the bellows, then the outer 

rod, castle nut, torqued down to specs, lock nut on the tie 

rod torqued, and finally the new cotter pin put in.   

 

I turned the steering wheel back and forth to be sure I did-

n't damage the rack, ( I had the key in the acc position so 

the steering lock was not on, another suggestion from 

YouTube) and when the steering wheel was turned all the 

way to the left, I heard a puff and wheeze.   Oh great, I 

thought.  I did screw up the rack.  I tried it 2 more times, 

and then saw something drip from the steering pump area.   

I figured out that since the car was not running, I was mov-

ing the fluid around in the rack and causing pressure in the 

steering pump reservoir which when released made the 

puff and wheeze sound expelling steering fluid.    (sigh).   

Ready to put the wheel back on and lower the car, I 

cleaned up my work area, and found the small diameter 

squeeze clamp I was supposed to re-use on the small end 

of the bellows that covered the rack end.  (Crap!)   I turned 

the steering wheel a couple more times checking to see if 

the bellows really needed the clamp, and decided that it 

didn't.  I wasn't going to go through all that again for that 

clamp.  Besides, there was no new clamp or tie wrap in-

cluded with the new bellows, so I am thinking the groove 

the small end rides in on the tie rod shaft is good enough.   

I put the wheel back on, jacked up the car, pulled out the 

jack stands, lowered the car, and tightened the lug nuts, 

and put the center cap back on.   

 

All finished.  Checked the time, it was 1:30.  Not bad con-

sidering all the banging and fiddling with that rivet I had to 

do.  The next morning, I went up to Gateway Tire on E. Bert 

Kouns next to the Ford Dealer.  I showed up at 6:45, and 

found they were already open and working.  By7:30 they 

called me to say they couldn't do the alignment because 

my struts needed to be replaced.  I explained to them that I 

just changed my inner tie rod and that I needed the toe in 

adjusted to keep from further ruining my tires.  After con-

sulting with the lead mechanic, they agreed to adjust for 

the new tie rod, but insisted that I get the struts replaced.   

If I had gone anywhere else, they probably would not have 

done the alignment at all.  But since I had been visiting with 

my sales rep, Dennis, who happened to be a big Mustang 

fan, he must have sweet talked someone into doing the toe 

in adjustment.   I guess I need to order some new struts, 

shocks and quads for the next project.  This time though, I 

think I will ask for the help of my friends with an air condi-

tioned shop and a lift.  Hey Lane, doing anything next week-

end???? 

 

 

Thomas Monahan 
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S H OW  N E W S  

Hey all you Mustang Fans-- here is what is on the Calen-

dar for August.  Our monthly club meeting is on Saturday 

the 1st 5:00 pm Asbury UMC in Bossier City on Airline 

Drive.  After the meeting we will be cruising to Red Lob-

ster for dinner.  MMM Lobster!!!  On Saturday the 8th 

there is an indoor car show in Monroe called Driven De-

sires.  It is from 10 am to 4 pm.  Also, Marshall will be 

hosting their second Saturday of the month cruise night.  

Anyone going from the club please meet up at the Texas 

Welcome Center at 2:00.  Usually some other clubs 

meet up there as well like the Mopar Club and Corvette 

Club.  Maybe we could all cruise together.  I went in July 

and we had a unique variety that met up and cruised 

out.   

The third Saturday of the month Elite Autos host their 

monthly cruise night on Youree Drive 5-8 pm and also 

the Mopar Club is holding a cruise night at the Sonic on 

East Tx Street in Bossier City the same time.  Our month-

ly board meeting is Wednesday the 19th 6:30 pm Reed 

Industrial.  Last but not least Asbury will do their last 

cruise meet on Saturday the 22nd.   

Off the subject of cars but their is a Geek'd Comic-con 

coming to Shreveport in August at the Shreveport Con-

vention Center.  I think it is the weekend of the 21st thru 

23rd.  Always stayed tuned into Facebook for last mi-

nute car meets and dinners.  I feel a bowling night com-

ing on.  I was thinking Ford Vs. Chevrolet and Mopar Vs. 

Imports who's in?  Stay cool and let’s Hope for some 

cooler weather.   

 

Nicole Ferlito 

Activities Director 

318-470-7581 

twomanystangs@yahoo.com 

August 8 Driven Desires, 10 am to 4 pm  Monroe, LA 

September 5 Warbirds on Parade Car & Truck Show Lancaster, TX Airport 

September 5 Winsboro Car and Truck Cruise-In Winsboro, TX 

Sept 18 & 19 Bomber Bash car show and movie night  Bossier City, LA 

September 19 23rd Annual RRCMC Mustang Roundup Wray Ford, Bossier City, LA 

September 27 Central AR Mustangers 34 Annual Regional MCA Show Crain Ford, Little Rock, AR 

October 24 High Low Fast Slow  Heart of Bossier  

August 
Birthdays 
Donna Arends 

Cyndi Crockett 

Stephen Gayer 

Gary Norman 

Steve Risner 

A C T I V I T I E S  C O R N E R  

Our 22nd annual Roundup is only a few 

weeks away.  We are  in desperate need of 

door prizes and goody bag stuffers.  These 

are a big part of what brings participants 

back year after year.  We need every club 

member to come to the show and help.   

Will Kay’s 7-Up be ready for the show? 



 

 



 


